












•  When and how did you meet your spouse? What did you do on dates?
•  What was it like when you proposed (or were proposed to)? Where and when did it   
    happen? How did you feel? 
•  Where and when did you get married? 
•  What memory stands out the most from your wedding day? 
•  What was your proudest moment as a parent? 
•  If you could have had any other profession what would it have been? Why wasn’t it 
   your first choice? 
•  Of all the things you learned from your parents, which do you feel was the most valuable? 
•  What is the one thing you most want people to remember about you?

Photography
Don’t overlook those boxes of family photos either. Sit down with a recorder and 
grandmother or grandfather and have them tell you about the people in the photos. These 
photos are fragments of yesterday that have lasted into the present and link us to a past we 
would otherwise never know. The Otto Frank photo album is a priceless example of this 
form of history. It is a history of family life in a time that we can only look back on and 
learn about through these family photos.

Become the family journalist. Bring the generations of your family together and learn the 
richness of your background. We have much to learn from our ancestors.

Helpful Resources

Unlocking the Secrets in 
Old Photographs 
by Karen Orem Frisch-Ripley  
929.1 FRI
Helpful tips on how to identify 
the family in photographs, how 
to date photographs, and how to 
care and restore photographs.

To Our Children’s Children: 
Preserving Family Histories
by Bob Greene  
929 GRE
Chapters of questions, arranged 
topically, that will help elicit 
answers to form the basis for a 
personal history.

Touching Tomorrow:  How to 
Interview Your Loved Ones to 
Capture a Lifetime of Memories 
on Video or Audio 
by Mary LoVerde  
929.1 LOV
Suggestions on how to prepare 
an audio or video version of 
a family history, including 
questions, letter formats 
and settings for gathering 
the information.

Writing Family Histories 
and Memoirs 
by Kirk Polking  
929.1 POL
“This book is for people who 
want to give a lively view of 
themselves, the persons who 
were their family, and the period 
in which they lived. This book is 
for genealogists who want to add 
writing skills to their professional 
research expertise.” (Introduction 
from Polking’s book.)

How to Tape Instant 
Oral Biographies 
by William Zimmerman  
929.2 ZIM
A practical guide on how to 
gather oral history and how 
this history can enrich your 
family life.

Genealogy Program

World War II Genealogy 
Computer Program
Prerequisite: Comfortable using 
Internet Explorer
Learn about a variety of websites 
available to help you identify 
your family during this time 
period. See other genealogy 
programs on page 6.
1-3pm Sat., Mar. 15 (R)
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Meet Library Board Trustee
Paul Washburn

Paul Washburn was elected in April 2007. 
He is currently serving a 4-year term.

Why did you become a Library trustee?
In early 2007 I finished serving as president of the Wauconda Chamber 
of Commerce, and I was looking for a new opportunity to participate in 
a similar type of position. The Library seemed like a natural next step. 
I have utilized our facility for years and have been impressed with the 
services it provides to the community. 

In your opinion, what are some of the challenges facing public 
libraries today?
The question of having enough resources whether monetary, equipment 
or staffing to provide the quality and quantity of services that the District 
desires is always a challenge. One cannot continuously ask the community 
to pay more in taxes; we must balance out the resources we have to do the 
most good for the patrons. In addition to resources, I also think maintaining 
an environment of free flowing information is always a challenge when 
coupled with protecting our families and their younger members. 

Tell us about your family.
My wife Rita and I have been married for 15 years, and we’ve lived in 
Lake Zurich since 2000. We have two wonderful boys, Jason, 8, and Sean, 3. 

What are some of your favorite library resources?
Over the years, I have enjoyed using the Library’s study rooms to work 
on team projects while I pursued my MBA. I also like accessing the 
online databases to conduct research for papers or presentations. Plus, 
the comfortable layout of the tables and the readily accessible power 
sources make working at the Library very productive.

I am currently reading... 
Thunderstruck by Erik Larson




